COMBINED RESPOSES TO FORUM QUESTIONS
What is most important to you in the development of the Tantallon Crossroads?
Public participation in development

· Needs of citizens taken into account
· Real community control and decision-making

· Development should be people-focused (“people-ophilia”)

Coastal village identity & sense of community
· Connection to the actual bay is essential access to and from the water, e.g. access for shallow water craft
· Increase boundaries to include the ocean and embrace ocean front at Head of the Bay

· Well-planned, well-connected, slow-paced village
· Gathering places are paramount—community centre, courtyard/town square, coffee shops, eateries
· That the village be inviting for visitors with “village-feel” & welcoming  landscaping
· Represents a transition from town (urban) to sea (rural, coastal)

· Market place (e.g. like Hubbard’s Farmers Market) as a place to meet

· Promote coastal heritage & sense of history through signs/interpretative displays

· Need public beach and seawater access
· Village needs to be more than a stopping point
· Encourage a sense of community that encourages young people to stay
· Character/architecture of buildings reflect coastal heritage

Green and sustainable values

· Respect beauty and nature of the surroundings

· Supports environmentally respectful activities for all groups, ages
· Sustain the natural environment and clean water (AVOID run-off)

· More green space: nature, flowers, trees, grass, nature 

· More trees in places they have been cut down

· Green play areas for children

· Landscaping along roads and in parking lots

Pedestrian- and bike-friendly design

· Active design—bikeways, walkways creating connectivity and interactivity between features
· An alternative more pedestrian-friendly main street?
· Village should be pedestrian friendly; car culture needs to change

· What would support my not driving from Redmond’s Hardware to the Pharmacy?
· Not necessarily concrete sidewalks, but pathways that are safe, designated
· Make village accessible to visitors

· Parking lots should not be the #1 visual feature
· Gathering spots to foreground, parking to background

· Centre should be accessible by bike/walking

· Bike routes

· Some way of diverting through traffic around the village?
Ensure diversity of populace, services & opportunities

· Culture—vibrant gathering place with events, theatre etc.

· Diversity—broad demographic & socioeconomic  base
· Having a broad spectrum of services is important
· Opportunities for young people – development that supports their staying 
· Something for seniors
· Vibrant cultural venues – events, a theatre, restaurants, pubs?

· Shared office space – e.g. incubator mall
· Provide Cultural/Interpretative Centre
Encourage specific types of business

· Focus on small-scale commercial
· Existence of  small or sustainably large businesses
· Good quality office space

· Development should support the local economy
· Eating establishments/coffee shops
· A farmers market
· Encourage businesses that contribute to and support community ideals
Provide transportation needs

· Transportation through the community defines the village
· 21st century, sustainable, green transportation
· Rapid transit to Halifax—SMART: St. Margaret’s Area Rapid Transit
· Park and Ride
· Bus connections

· Place to plug in electric vehicles
What is currently at the Crossroads that you like?
Sense of community

· Village grew at a crossroads where people gather to do things

· We have initiated our own development process

· Communal sense of the potential of what we have and the opportunity to DESIGN: “Tantallon by Design”

· Sense of community, where people help each other, engage in volunteerism, fund-raisers, etc.

· Safety/security of rural neighborhood

· Small stores and businesses give a personal feel

· General sociability: People who work at Crossroads are friendly, eager to please

· Local businesses don’t just sell, they solve problems and build relationships
· The availability of a variety of local services creates a sense of community despite being rural
· St. Luke/s Church – a centre for many social groups
· Community support for local business
Closeness to nature

· Trails that connect the community

· Rails to Trails – can bike or walk from a number of points

· Scenery, green spaces and natural features

Existence of current services

· That many services are available locally

· Bike and Bean: makes use of trail

· Redmonds building: contributes to village atmosphere

· The little M&M mall – lots of specialty services in a contained space

· Clinic, Pharmacy, Veterinarian, Dentist – a variety of services

· Emergency Services

· Funeral Home

· A good-sized grocery store – convenient

· Proximity to the Library

Presence and diversity of small businesses

· Presence of local, small businesses (coffee shops, Mariposa, Redmonds) important
· Redmond’s Hardware – when I go there I know them and am known
· Bike and Bean – a gathering place

· Boutilier’s – handy for gardening, friendly, knowledgeable

· A centre for recreation and tourism
What would you like to see more of?
Enhance coastal village identity
· Increased sense of a rural, coastal village feel

· Much greater coastal access with public access to the water 
· Waterfront opened up more

· Cleared corridor to the Bay

· Preservation of existing views of the Bay (e.g. first view going down the Peggy’s Cove Road)
· Create a focal point--village green/town square—a central public gathering place for public events
· Outdoor meeting place – open space
· Consider transforming Route #3 into a Main Street
· Create a second focal point near old French Village train station (currently Bike & Bean)

· Provide walking paths throughout village

· Provide a waterfront and beach

· Picnic  areas and picnic tables
· Create mini Public Gardens behind Superstore parking lot

· Restrict area between Chandler Road and Hwy 3 to residential uses

· Provide a new entrance to Redmonds parking lot
Increase green and sustainable design

· Enhance village aesthetics—coastal, clean and green

· More natural landscaping; create spaces with a sense of beauty so it feels good to be there
· More walking paths and trails and opportunities to interact with nature
· Respect natural environment – water quality, trees and forests—preservation of natural beauty
· Need all-season  focal point to meet as a community e.g. park with tree lighting /rink in winter, fountain in summer

· Better enforcement of existing environmental policies
· Elevated environmental standards

· Viability and sustainability valued
· Solar, wind, community power
· Pedestrian-friendly environment with managed green areas and places to go and sit
· Parking to be less visible
· Anticipate climate change, such as sea-level rise
· Development should be cognizant of light and noise pollution and its effect on nature 

· Plant maple trees next to Acadian Maple Products

Promote community features/satisfy community needs
· Create a family-friendly environment
· Create real hub for activities, events, local services (with a virtual guide)

· Have more community events, e.g. Tree lighting

· Greater ownership/engagement by community
· A place for youth

· Outdoor skating venue(s)
· Historic Museum
· Trail along the “Northwest” River

· Create central village green with Gazebo, bandstand, picnic areas
· Create an open-air theatre

· Replicate  visioning process with youth—e.g. at Sir John A MacDonald High School, other youth communities

· Replicate visioning process with smaller communities—e.g. adjacent villages, churches

Design & develop appropriate buildings

· Consistent architecture – village style

· Height restrictions to development, i.e. building heights

· Sustainable building design

· Mixed uses for all ages – residential, such as condos, senior apartments
· More people--include residences such as co-housing, coop housing, seniors housing, multifaceted
Improve visual appeal & tourist friendliness
· Better signage and interpretation

· Transform the trestle—provide cladding over CN bridge

· Turn CN bridge into a covered bridge and add “Welcome” sign 
· Combine Tourist Information centre with an enlarged Interpretation Centre that showcases the history and heritage of the area

Transportation

· Integrate development so Rails-to-Trails can become route for future electric rapid transit to Halifax and linking with South Shore

· Plan for a rapid transit system to Halifax--SMART (like BART or DART)—with a hub on the Rails-To-Trails trail to provide parking/car pooling 
· Integrate development with Rails-to-Trails rail line so businesses are accessible from trail

· Provide transportation within community and to Halifax

· Calm traffic--limits to traffic speed within village 
· Trails integrated with the village and clearly marked for direction

· Network of village bike trails and sidewalks 
· Clamp down on  ATV traffic
Types of business

· More specialty businesses – owner-operated, boutique-style, e.g. a bakery 

· Family restaurant – family owned 
· Increased restaurants, fine dining, cafes, and social venues, like a pub!

· Tourist interpretive centre – more than just brochures

· Farmers market
· Hospitality and entertainment businesses (restaurants, pub, music venues)

· Encourage establishment of sustainable businesses to provide local employment
· Alternate Main Street

Themes, patterns and exciting ideas from the design phase
General

· Physical connections and relational connections are key and can be encouraged with connecting green spaces and places to gather such as coffee shops, cultural centre, farm markets, etc.
· Access to water; provide a corridor to water
· Pedestrian Friendly, increased walk-ability and bike-ability
Village Layout

· Big Island Concept – divert traffic around the Village Centre, perhaps by diverting (encouraging) Hubbards-Exit 5 traffic along French Village Station Road; diverting/encouraging Peggy’s Cove-Exit 5 traffic along a new road that starts at the lower end of Old School Road, ending next to the Superstore – effectively extending Hammonds Plains Road to the Peggy’s Cove Road.
· Take out the segment of the St. Margaret’s Bay Road in front of Redmonds and develop a town square with pedestrian links.  We could create a bypass around the current St. Margarets Bay Road by improving existing Roads.
· Connect French Village Station Road to the Village.
· Surround the square with residential complexes including senior residences, family residences, etc.
Visual Appeal

· Village character with crossing streets, community gathering places and a well-defined centre

· Beautify landscaping in the short term.

· Parking behind stores, instead of in front

Specific Development

· Concentrated mixed-use development

· Key use of political-sign corner

· Visible Community Centre – perhaps on “Political Sign Hill”
Transportation

· More connections to the Rails to Trails for pedestrians and bicyclists
· Public Transport hub  and shelter

