Press Release
St. Margaret’s Bay Beautification Committee
(Start to be made on cleaning up sign pollution around the Bay)
Recent commercial development in the St. Margaret’s Bay area has served to highlight significant issues with respect to advertising signs on utility poles and other matters that are affecting the well being and nature of the communities surrounding the Bay and even beyond. These issues resulted in holding public hearings with respect to changes in the signage by-laws (part of HRM’s District Land-Use By-Laws).  As a result the St. Margaret’s Bay Chamber of Commerce formed a signage committee that evolved into the St. Margaret’s Bay Beautification Committee including other local community groups, namely the St. Margaret’s Bay Regional Development Tourism Association (SMBRDTA), the Hubbards and Area Business Association (HABA), the Chester Municipal Chamber of Commerce (CMCC), the Bluenose Coast, and representation from the Aspotogan Heritage Trust (AHT).
Working in conjunction with the local Community Forums, this group is looking at the issue of sign pollution in the Bay area and determining corrective measures as well as alternatives for the local business community such as “common” roadside signs. These measures include strategically placed business kiosks, business directories and collaborative advertising in all community businesses. One of the biggest hurdles to the success of the cleanup is having adequate and enforceable signage by-laws in place, something the area is now drastically lacking with all the growth and development taking place. This will be up for review in the near future when HRM enters the planning stage for Districts 22 & 23. 

Part of the first stage in reducing the sign pollution is the removal of signs attached to the utility poles. The Committee has met with Bell-Aliant and Nova Scotia Power and together they have agreed upon an approach that achieves the results needed by all parties. 
The Beautification Committee is looking to implement the removal of pole signs in two stages.

a) Phase I  - all ‘out-of-business’,  broken or damaged, and ‘out of area’ signs
b) Phase II - all remaining
Phase I is anticipated to start in late spring or early summer and will consist of volunteer groups from the community doing the physical removal from Goodwood to Hubbards. As this phase does not include signs of existing businesses, it will not initially affect them. It will, however, potentially serve to eliminate about 50% of the signs.
Phase II would be done in line with HRM Planning, pending by-law changes, local ‘branding’, and determination of viable alternatives so that when it is time for all pole signs to come down, businesses that currently utilize them will have other means to advertise themselves. It’s at this stage the committee will look to HRM to bring the Province to the table as 99% of roads surrounding the Bay are provincially controlled.
Guy Arsenault, Bay Chamber Liason, said “You can’t simply remove them (pole signs) without alternative solutions for the businesses, or ‘realistic’, enforceable by-laws in place. They will simply be back up in months.  Local service businesses need placement within the “tourism based” way-finding regulations of both HRM and the Province. This will provide them the ability to utilize roadside signage. Otherwise they will resort to what rural businesses have done for years – hang signs on poles” 
Roger Brooks, a respected tourism consultant who specializes in “destination marketing” throughout North America was commissioned by the Provincial Department of Tourism, Culture and Heritage to provide a report entitled “Roger Brook’s Assessment Findings and Suggestions”. 

He is quoted as saying in the report, “Sign clutter like this is very unsightly - it creates a negative image of the entire area. But it’s sometimes understandable that merchants use them – when there’s inadequate way-finding into towns or to their shops, they feel that there’s no other way visitors will find them.

Suggestion: Wherever possible, consolidate signage - create directories. Keep the Bluenose Coast as pristine as possible by not allowing sign clutter.”
